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SUBJ: GVN SPOKESMAN ON RETALIATION AGAINST COMMUNIST AIR- 
FIELDS IN SVN 

DURING PM SEPTEMBER 19 GVN PRESS BRIEFING FOLLOWING EXCHANGE 
TOOK PLACE BETWEEN GVN SPOKESMAN AND EOREIGN NEWSMEN. ASKED 
ABOUT QUESTION OF COMMUNIST AIRFIELDS IN GVN WHICH HAD BEEN 
SUBJECT OF GVN SEPTEMBER 10 PROTEST NOTE, SPOKESMAN SAID GVN 
COULD NOT "CLOSE ITS EYES" TO THEIR CONTINUED EXISTENCE. WHEN 
ASKED WHETHER THIS MEANT GVN WOULD "TAKE ACTION" AGAINST 
THEM AND IF SO HOW, SPOKESMAN REPLIED "WOULD YOU TELL YOUR 
ENEMY HOW AND WHEN YOU WERE GOING TO STRIKE?" QUERRIED WHETHER 
GVN ACTION AGAINST THE AIRFIELDS WOULD CONSTITUTE A CEASE-EIRE 
VIOLATION, SPOKESMAN SAID "IF WORDS FAIL, WE WILL USE THE SWORD." 

HE ASSERTED THAT THE PARIS AGREEMENT MUST BE LIVED UP TO BY 
BOTH SIDES EQUALLY. GVN ACTION AGAINST THE AIRFIELDS WOULD BE 
IN LEGITIMATE SELF-DEFENSE, HE CONCLUDED. 
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